Connecticut Assembly’s Instructions to the Delegates in Congress,
February 1778
The Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union proposed by Congress to be entered into by the
thirteen United States of America being laid before this Assembly by His Excellency the Governor
were read and maturely considered. Whereupon,
Resolved, as the opinion of this Assembly, That said Articles in general appear to be well adapted to
cement and preserve the union of said states, to secure their freedom and independence and
promote their general welfare: but that with some amendments they may be rendered more perfect,
equitable and satisfactory. Wherefore the delegates of this state are hereby instructed to propose to
the consideration of Congress the following amendments, viz.:
1. That in the eighth Article, as a rule for determining each state’s proportion of the common
expense, instead of the value of the lands, buildings, etc., as expressed in said Article, be inserted the
number of inhabitants in each state; this being in the opinion of this Assembly a more certain,
equitable and practicable rule than the other. Trade and manufactures, which employ and support
great numbers of inhabitants, being sources of wealth to a state as well as the produce of lands;
besides it will be very difficult, if not impossible, to obtain such an estimate of the value of the lands
and buildings in the United States as would do justice or give satisfaction to the several states.
2. That next after the fifth paragraph in the 9th Article be inserted the following clause, viz.:
Provided, That no land army shall be kept up by the United States in time of peace, nor any officers
or pensioners kept in pay by them who are not in actual service, except such as are or may be
rendered unable to support themselves by wounds received in battle in the service of said states,
agreeable to the provision already made by a resolution of Congress.
The foregoing amendments being agreed to in substance may be made in such manner and form as
Congress shall think proper.
And whereas other amendments may be proposed by some of the other states, and it being highly
expedient for the welfare and security of the said states that the Articles of Confederation be finally
concluded and ratified as soon as possible, therefore,
Resolved, That the delegates of this state who shall be present in Congress be and they are hereby
fully authorized and empowered in behalf of this state to agree to and ratify the said Articles of
Confederation with such amendments, if any be, as by them in conjunction with the delegates of the
other states in Congress shall be thought proper.
Cite as: The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution Digital Edition, ed. John
P. Kaminski, Gaspare J. Saladino, Richard Leffler, Charles H. Schoenleber and Margaret A. Hogan.
Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2009. Original source: Constitutional Documents and
Records, 1776–1787, Volume I: Constitutional Documents and Records, 1776–1787

1

