Building the Bill of Rights-Comparing the Virginia Convention’s Recommended Amendments
to Constitution to the U. S. Bill of Rights

1. All students should have copies or access to these three items:

a) Virginia Recommendatory Amendments, 27 June 1788 (pdf).
b) U.S. Bill of Rights, 15 December 1791 (pdf).
c¢) Graphic Organizer (pdf).

2. Divide the class into four groups. Each group should be assigned a specific section of the

Virginia Recommendatory Amendments.
* The 1st group should be assigned to read items 1-5.
* The 2nd group should be assigned to read items 6-10.
* The 3rd group should be assigned to read items 11-15.
* The 4th group should be assigned to read items 16-20.

3. After groups had read their assigned items, they should read the entire U.S. Bill of Rights. As
they read the U. S. Bill of Rights, they should use the graphic organizer to make notes in
regards to whether words or ideas from the Virginia Recommendations appear in
the U.S. Bill of Rights. They should record their findings in the second column of the
graphic organizer. (If the words or ideas appear in the Bill of Rights, they should circle
“yes.” If the words or ideas do not appear in the Bill of Rights, we should circle “no.” If
the words or ideas are altered, they should circle “modified.”)

4. You can lead a brief discussion with the class using the following questions:

* What are some of the similarities and difference you see between the
recommendations and eventual wording of the amendments in the Bill of
Rights?

* To what extent do the differences change the meaning of the original
recommendations?

* What might be the reasons as to why certain words or ideas were excluded or
modified?

5. Students should now work in their groups to consider column three of the graphic organizer.
Questions they should consider would be:

* Are any of the alterations an improvement on the original recommendation? If
so, which ones and why?

* Are any of the alterations an inferior version of the original? If so, which ones
and why?

6. Have groups report their finding to the class.

7. You can conclude the lesson by leading a brief discussion using the following questions:

* What does this study suggest about the process in creating the Bill of Rights?

* Does the fact that some alterations occurred in the process, diminish the importance
of the Bill of Rights.

* Would you have been prone to alter the wording of the recommendations or not?

Note to Teacher: An excellent article outlining the roles of James Madison and the first federal
Congress in creating the Bill of Rights is Kenneth R. Bowling’s “A Tub to the Whale: The
Founding Fathers and the Adoption of the Federal Bill of Rights.”
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