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Pennsylvania Herald, 13 June 1787 (excerpt)
Though the particular arguments, debates, and decisions that take place in the fœderal Con-

vention, are considered as matters of secrecy, we understand, in general, that there exists a very
great diversity of opinion amongst the members, and that there has been already a wonderful
display of wisdom, eloquence and patriotism. Some schemes, it is said, have been projected
which preserve the form, but effectually destroy the spirit of a democracy; and others, more bold,
which, regarding only the necessity of a strong executive power, have openly rejected even the
appearance of a popular constitution. From the plans of this last description, there is little reason
to apprehend danger, for the people will hardly be induced to make a voluntary surrender of
their rights; but they may indeed be deceived, by the flattery of outward shew, into a passive and
destructive aquiescence. . . .
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