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. . . I agree, as it may be said, that the Articles of the Confederation are defective; and, to

make it answer effectually the purpose of a federal government, it is to be observed, delegates
from all the states, except Rhode Island, were appointed by the legislatures, with this power only,
“to meet in Convention, to join in devising and discussing all such ALTERATIONS and farther
provisions as may be necessary to render the articles of the confederation adequate to the exi-
gencies of the Union.” This was the only power in them vested, and, in conformity to it, had
they added to the Articles of the Confederation a power to Congress, viz., to regulate foreign and
internal trade, to lay and collect duties and imposts, uniform throughout the United States, to
have the sole legislative power in maritime matters, to have a coercive power to enforce the
payment of the quota of each delinquent state, but to leave internal taxation and excise to the
management of each individual state, the legislature thereof being certainly best acquainted with
that important business, all would have been well and our federal government as good and fully
adequate to its exigencies as could have been wished. But as this Convention has thought fit to
destroy such an useful fabric as the Articles of the Confederation, with the before mentioned
amendment and addition, would have been, and, on the ruins of that, raised a new structure
rather favorable to aristocratical and destructive to democratical government, and as it seems not
to have that equality and justice for its basis [that] it certainly ought to have among confederated,
free, and independent states; I wish to point out the few articles inconsistent with such a consti-
tution and also to try the remedies thereof, hoping by that means that my fellow citizens will, by
a candid second reading of said Constitution, agree with me in the impropriety of such articles,
and [by] their united wisdom, in a convention guided by the love of their country, and answering
the benefit of the whole, will improve the remedies and so establish a federal constitution capable
of deterring any ambitious men from making an use of it to our destruction; as also to keep alive
and in due harmony the Confederation among the united independent states lately so dearly
purchased from the government of Great Britain, because that meant “TO BIND US IN ALL
CASES WHATSOEVER.” . . .
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