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The technique found in this Antifederalist article—that of predicting what might
appear in a future newspaper—was occasionally employed by propagandists.

FROM THE DEPENDENT CHRONICLE,
Of the year 1796, January the first.

The sessions of the State Convention, which was called to make alterations in the Consti-
tution of the Commonwealth, ended last week. —When it was, by a great majority, agreed — That
the Commonwealth shall cease to exist, and that the Senators and Representatives of the same,
now in Congress, shall surrender the Sovereignty, and Government, to his Excellency the Pres-
ident of the United States, who is most humbly solicited from this time forward, to assume, and
take upon himself, the stile, title and dignity of KING OF ALL AMERICA—And that as Des-
potism was long since proved by a learned Sage of the law in Philadelphia, to be the best of all
Governments,' that his now Royal Majesty be vested with the most unlimitted and ample powers.
We his most dutiful and loyal subjects, most humbly hoping, that for his own sake he will spare
the lives of as many of us as he thinks proper.—And we earnestly recommend it to the pious
Clergymen of the late Commonwealth, that they will as earnestly pray for his life and happiness,
as they did in the year 1787, pray and strive for that new Constitution, which has been the sole
cause of this happy Revolution.

His most gracious Majesty has been pleased to publish his benign, and benevolent Procla-
mation, offering a bounty of One Thousand Eagles to any person, who will apprehend and bring
to conviction the author of the following rebellious, insurge[n|tical and inflammatory Libel.

“In a cave on the Banks of the

”»”

Huron —

“THUS concealed, I will dare to engrave on the bark of the tree, the measures which lead
my country blindfolded into slavery.”

“When Britain extended the wand of oppression over the New World, Patriotism, enlightned
by Science, and urged by Valor, contended until the price of Liberty was won, and secured. —
The multitude of the people too ready, at times, to embrace licentiousness for liberty, become
ungovernable, the sacred Courts of Justice were prostrated, the sacred Rights of Men were vio-
lated, and Property, that grand object of human exertion, become insecure. There were at that
time waiting for this epocha, a set of men who had opposed the then late Revolution; with high
address they called to their aid, the affrighted Misers, the ambitious military Men who thought
themselves not rewarded for their past toil and danger, the Lawyers, whose fees had become
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doubtful, and the Men of desperate commerce, who sought a momentary ease in the change of
politics; with these they formed ideas in the minds of the people, repugnant to every sentiment
of Republicanism.”

When the United States had appointed a Convention for the express purpose of strengthening
and giving efficacy to the Confederation and Union of the Thirteen Confederated Republics,
this Convention reported, and the infatuated people adopted, what was called the CONSTI-
TUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. —Is it not strange, that this solicism of expression was
not attended to!—A Constitution must always mean a Form of Government for a sovereign,
independent State; but a Constitution for States, either implies nothing at all, or that their separate
Sovereignty ceases, and they are consolidated. —A Constitution of Government for men, may
do, because men, as such, may exist in a General Government; but one Constitution of Gov-
ernment for several States can never exist, because they are no longer separate States, after one
Form of Government, and one coercive Power, applies indiscriminately to all. —But these dis-
tinctions were unhappily lost in the noise of Lawyers, and the clamour of Partizans.

This unlucky Constitution contained a clause of Judiciary Power, which provided, that there
should be one Supreme Judicial Court over the United States, and Inferiour Courts in each
State. This Supreme Court was to have original jurisdiction of many public causes, appellate
jurisdiction of all causes of law and equity, arising under that Constitution and the laws of the
United States, and to all causes between citizens of different States, and between subjects of foreign
States, and citizens of the United States.

The chicane of Lawyers, by making nominal pla[i]ntiffs and defendants, who lived in other
States, and the removal of citizens from one State to another, threw all the business into Courts
of Congress, the Lawyers emoluments were rendered more certain, and enlarged, the power of
the Courts of Congress encreased from day to day, while those of the separate States diminished
proportionably. — The Congress having an unlimitted controul over imposts, excises and taxes,
left each State without revenue to support a civil list. Their Governours and Judges were at length
made of men, who either accepted authority to yield it for a price to the general Government,
or of men too weak and unlearned to oppose the overflowing encroachments of Congress. A few
Patriots yet dared to advocate the freedom of the people, but they were thrown into prison by
state warrants; the grand jurors had courage enough in some States to indict the High Officers
of Government, and the petit jurors had firmness enough to convict them; but, the President
pardoned his servant, his ministers of justice. Actions of tre[s|pass were brought by the sufferers;
but as the Constitution had provided that the Judges of the United States should, in civil actions,
have cognizance both as to law and fact, the trial by jury was excluded; and these sufferers had
to pay costs to the Tyrants who had oppressed them.—1 the writer, though now white with age,
was, at that time, in the vigour of manhood; and contended for a trial by jury, as the sacred
Palladium of Liberty. —I produced the former complaints of Congress in their addresses to the
King, of his taking away the trial by jury, and of his establishing on these principles a Government
in Canada.—I shewed the addresses of Congresses and Courts to the people on this point; and
urged, in vain, to the distracted and depraved people, the blood which had been expended for
that Freedom, which, without this priviledge, is all but vanity and a lie. It was not then foreseen,
by many who loved their country, that giving this judicial power, implicitly extended the legis-
lative powers of Congress to all the objects within the juditial circle.—Hence arose a power of
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legislation for the mode of inheritances, for limitation of actions, and for the government of all
property, for the High Court of the Union could not be controuled by laws of separate States,
which were stript of all their sovereignty, and reduced to mere Corporations; even Probate Courts
were rendered useless, because the division of dead mens estates, were commonly to be made
between heirs and creditors who lived in different States.

These strong observations might have wrested the progress of this Monster of Slavery, but its
advocates answered them all, by saying, Congress must be trusted, and Congress would do right. —
In vain it was urged, that such arguments proved too much—they proved all Constitutions and
checks in Government to be unnecessary. — For if the Congress could be trusted with unlimitted
power in these important points, why not in all things?

Oh, my countrymen! it might well be said to you, “whom GOD intends to destroy, he first
bereaves of Reason.”

Thus overloaded with business, and gorged with jurisdiction, this Court became too bloated
to go to the extensive circuit of all America; they were therefore only seen at the city of Congress,
the Lawyers of Eminence all resided there, and were crouched to by pettyfoggers of distant
Districts.—The effects of justice were felt by the remote Peasants of Massachusetts, in a very
unjust manner; but the forms of justice were no more seen by them. —In fine, ignorance pervaded
all ranks of men, the light of science blessed but a few, and these were demagogues of course;
all now became impatient for one change more to gain ease, and they are easily perswaded that
Despotism, according to Judge M'Kean, is the best of all possible Governments.

It is said, the writer of the above Libel is fled to the kingdom of Spain for protection, as there
is no trace of Liberty in lost AMERICA.

1. On 28 November Thomas McKean, chief justice of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, declared in that state’s
Convention that “Though a good system of government is certainly a blessing, yet it is on the administration of the
best system, that the freedom, wealth, and happiness of the people depend. DEspoTism, if wisely administered, is
the best form of government invented by the ingenuity of man. ...”

2. A variation of the following from Euripides: “Those whom God wishes to destroy, he first makes mad.”

CITE As: John P. Kaminski et al., eds., The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution, Vol. V:
Massachusetts [2] (Madison, Wis.: Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 1998), 636-39.
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