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Patrick Henry Speech: Virginia Convention
24 June 1788 (excerpt)
. . . He tells you of important blessings which he imagines will result to us and mankind in

general, from the adoption of this system—I see the awful immensity of the dangers with which
it is pregnant.—I see it—I feel it.—I see beings of a higher order, anxious concerning our decision.
When I see beyond the horrison that binds human eyes, and look at the final consummation of
all human things, and see those intelligent beings which inhabit the ætherial mansions, reviewing
the political decisions and revolutions which in the progress of time will happen in America,
and the consequent happiness or misery of mankind—I am led to believe that much of the
account on one side or the other, will depend on what we now decide. Our own happiness alone
is not affected by the event—All nations are interested in the determination. We have it in our
power to secure the happiness of one half of the human race. Its adoption may involve the misery
of the other hemispheres.—Here a violent storm arose, which put the House in such disorder,
that Mr. Henry was obliged to conclude.
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