STRUCTURE

BuiLbinG

When a building is to be erected which is intended to stand for ages,
the foundation should be firmly laid.

“Brutus” I (Melancton Smith), New York Journal
1 November 1787 (RCS N.Y., 154; CC 1, §24-25)

N4

Although the building may want a number of ornaments, which, if your
particular tastes were gratified, you would have added to it: on the other
hand, if the foundation is insecurely laid, and the main supports are
wanting, or not properly fixed, however the fabric may be decorated
and adorned, you ought to reject it.

“Brutus” III (Melancton Smith), New York Journal
15 November 1787 (RCS N.Y., 252)

N

I confess, as I enter the Building I stumble at the Threshold. I meet
with a National Government, instead of a feederal Union of Sovereign
States. I am not able to conceive why the Wisdom of the Convention
led them to give the Preference to the former before the latter.

Samuel Adams to Richard Henry Lee, Boston
3 December 1787 (RCS MASS., 349; CC 2, 333)

Nk

On this article is founded the main pillar of the building—take away
this pillar and where is your government? Therefore, I conceive, in this
view of the case, this power is absolutely necessary.

William Phillips, Speech in the Mass. Convention
22 January 1788 (RCS MASS., 1301)
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After all the expense and fatigue of rearing the building, are now for
razing the foundations, destroying instead of repairing the frame, and
erecting another, which by no means can answer the good purpose of
sheltering the people from storms.

“The Yeomanry of Massachusetts,” Massachusetts Gazette
25 January 1788 (RCS MASS., 804)

2

When we consider that the whole building is democratic—all parts de-
pendant on the people mediately or immediately.

William Cushing: Undelivered Speech in the Mass. Convention
c. 4 February 1788 (RCS MASS., 1433)

W

You act just like men in raising a building, who would not have a master-
workman, because he might give out orders—You will be masters your-
selves, and you are not all ready to lift at the same time—one labours
at a stick of timber, then another, then a third—you are then vexed that
it is not raised.—Why, let a master order thirteen of you to take hold
together, and you will lift it at once.

Newburyport, Mass., Essex Journal
9 April 1788 (RCS SUPPL. R.L, #145, p. 129)

2

When a building is raised, it should be on solid ground—Every gentle-
man must agree that we should not build a superstructure on a foun-
dation of villains.

William Porter, Speech in the First North Carolina Convention
26 July 1788 (RCS N.C., 311)

A ConNvENIENT DwEeLLING HOUSE

We cannot otherwise know how it would accord with a plan of Con-

tinental Government—having built a convenient dwelling house in a
plain style.

“An Independent Freeholder” (Alexander White)

Winchester Virginia Gazette, 18 January 1788 (RCS VA., 310)
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Tue FeEDERAL BuiLDING

The Federal Building goes on rapidly, considering its extent and mag-
nitude; and we doubt not, but in a short time we shall have the pleasure
of announcing its entire completion.

New Hampshire Spy, 10 May 1788 (RCS N.H., 305; CC 6, 368)

Tue FEpERAL MANsION-HoUSE

We shall never do well, till all the little rooms in the federal mansion-
house, are thrown into one.
Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer, 21 September 1787 (cC 1, 221)

THE FEDERAL STRUCTURE

I cannot notwithstanding avoid anticipating a public festival on the
successful erection of the sixth pillar of the federal structure in this State
within two weekes.

Nathaniel Freeman, Jr., to John Quincy Adams, Medford, Mass.
27 January 1788 (RCS MASS., I551)

A

At a general and very respectable Meeting of the Inhabitants of this
Town, convened, pursuant to Notice given, in order to collect their
Opinions as to the most eligible Mode of commemorating the Anni-
versary of Independence, and of celebrating the auspicious Event of the
Adoption of the federal Constitution by Nine States, /r was Voted . . .

2dly. That the Erection of the Ninth Pillar of the Federal Structure,
and the Anniversary of American Independence, be celebrated on Friday
next, the Fourth of July; and that an Entertainment be prepared on said
Day, for as many of our Fellow-Citizens as will honour it with their
Presence.

Providence Gazette, 28 June 1788 (RCS R.1., 287)
W

President Sullivan and the members of the Convention of this state,
who turned the key stone of the federal structure.
Toast, Vermont Journal, 14 July 1788 (RCS N.H., 417)

NA
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"Tis done! ’tis done! the FEDERAL STRUCTURE high
ON EquaL RiGHT, has rear’d its golden fame,
CoMMERCE no more shall heave the falt’ring sigh,
But with her wealthy navies plough the main.
Lansingburgh, N.Y., Federal Herald, 11 August 1788 (RCS N.Y., 2393)

THE FEDERAL SUPERSTRUCTURE

We have a happy prospect of having it in our power, before midsummer,
to announce the pleasing tidings that not only NINE but TWELVE of
the great PILLARs of the Federal Superstructure, are raised, and the whole
completed. Laus DEeo!

Massachusetts Centinel, 2 January 1788 (RCS MASS., 594)

A

But as the arch which will connect it with those already erected, is not
yet sprung; we have it not in our power to announce its ESTABLISHMENT
as one of the SUPPORTERS of the FEDERAL SUPERSTRUCTURE—but, in
our next, we hope to do it fully.

Massachusetts Centinel, 6 February 1788 (RCS MASS., 1579)

A

We venture to predict, that the New-Hampshire Pillar will, in the course
of a few days, be added as another supporter of the FEDERAL SUPER-
STRUCTURE.

Massachusetts Centinel, 20 February 1788 (RCS N.H., 229; CC 4, 521)

A Firm anp CommMmobIous BuiLbing

No man would refuse to give brass for silver or gold, because the latter
had some alloy in it. No man would refuse to quit a shattered and
tottering habitation, for a firm and commodious building, because the
latter had not a porch to it; or because some of the rooms might be a
little larger or smaller, or the ceiling a little higher or lower than his
fancy would have planned them.

“Publius” (James Madison): The Federalist 38
New York Independent Journal, 12 January 1788 (CC 3, 358)
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FrREEDOM’S SHRINE

May just and equal laws be form’d!
May freedom’s shrine be never storm’d!

Mathew Carey: The Prayer of an American Citizen
Philadelphia American Museum, 7 November 1787 (CC 1, 571)

TaE GLoRrIOUS BUILDING

“Till this period, the revolution in America, has never appeared to me
to be completed; but this is laying on the cap-stone of the great American
Empire. . . .

These, my Countrymen, are the great PiLLars on which the glorious
building of our Constitution depends—on which our national character
and prosperity must be supported—LiBerTy, that life of man, is the
basis.

Aaron Hall: An Oration Celebrating New Hampshire Ratification
Keene, N.H., 30 June 1788 (RCS N.H., 420-21)

GLORIOUS STRUCTURE

All ranks are highly animated with the pleasing hope, that this glorious
structure, supported by thirteen pillars, will speedily be completed.
New Hampshire Spy, 2 October 1787 (RCS N.H., 12; CC I, 289-90)

A

The glorious structure build; its breadth extend;
Its columns lift; its mighty arches bend!
Newport Herald, 28 August 1788 (RCS SUPPL. R.1., #203, p. 167)

N4

The unanimous approbation discovered, in this case, by all ranks, is
really surprising, and loudly calls for thanks to the Supreme Disposer
of events, while the prayers of all good christians are solicited, that the
glorious structure may be perfected, supported, and established.

New Hampshire Spy, 9 October 1787 (RCS N.H., 13)

A GranD BuiLpiNGg

In a grand building a small omission in minute parts, is nothing—yet
little minds can often espy this, but are not capable of admiring the
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great design, the beauty and strength of proportion, the skill in attaining
advantages almost incompatible.

“Foreign Spectator” (Nicholas Collin), Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer
28 September 1787 (RCS SUPPL. PA., #77, p. 235)
Mass. Salem Mercury, 1 January 1788 (RCS MASS., 583)

Tue GranDp FEDERAL BuiLDING

Our Sister Virginia.—May she soon complete the Arch of the grand
Federal Building.

Toast, Maryland Journal, 3 June 1788

(RCS MD., 741; RCS S.C., 452)

Baltimore Maryland Gazette, 3 June 1788

(RCS SUPPL. MD., #128, p. 73; RCS SUPPL. S.C., #64, p. 98)

GRAND FEDERAL SUPERSTRUCTURE

Yesterday morning was ushered in with the ringing of bells in this me-
tropolis, on account of the pleasing intelligence received by Saturday
nights mail, that the state of Connecticut had added a FOURTH PILLAR to
that GRAND REPUBLICAN SUPERSTRUCTURE, the FEDERAL CONSTITUTION.

Massachusetts Gazette, 15 January 1788 (RCS CONN., 606—7; CC 3, 565)

4

As we predicted in several preceeding papers, so has the fact been veri-
fied. Since our last the pleasing intelligence of the accession of another
P1LLAR in support of the Grand Federal Superstructure.

Massachusetts Centinel, 11 June 1788 (RCS S.C., 462)

THe GreaT FEDERAL BuiLpinG

This day the Conventions of New-York and New-Hampshire meet to
deliberate on the proposed Constitution; and (it is believed) to give the
finishing stroke to the Great Federal Building.

Mass. Salem Mercury, 17 June 1788 (RCS SUPPL. VA., #237, pp. 85—86)

GREAT FEDERAL STRUCTURE

I have only room to add that the Form of Government by the late
Convention is esteemed here as a Sublime work, they add that it is so
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good that they are persuaded the Americans will not accept it. It may
admitt of Some amendments but it is certainly a great Federal Structure.

Abigail Adams to Cotton Tufts, London
6 November 1787 (CC 2, 462)

GREAT FEDERAL SUPERSTRUCTURE

The FIRsT PILLAR of a great FEDERAL SUPERSTRUCTURE 7aised.

Massachusetts Centinel
26 December 1787 (RCS DEL., 113n; CC 3, 565n; CC 6, 381n)

N4
Last week the Convention of the State of New-Hampshire, met at Ex-
eter, for the purpose of erecting another PILLAR, to support the great

Federal Superstructure; by ratifying the proposed Constitution.

Springfield, Mass., Hampshire Chronicle
20 February 1788 (RCS SUPPL. N.H., #45, p. 17)

&
That within the course of a few weeks we shall have the pleasure of
announcing the erection of a SEVENTH PILLAR of the great FEDERAL

SUPERSTRUCTURE.
Massachusetts Centinel, 23 April 1788 (RCS MD., 534)

A House

The sth article reserves a very proper mode for amending the federal
constitution; it is certainly reasonable to give it a fair tryal by some years
experience; and it must be madness to pull down a house at the approach
of winter because there may hereafier be a leak in the roof-

“Foreign Spectator” (Nicholas Collin), Philadelphia Independent Gazetreer
28 September 1787 (RCS SUPPL. PA., #77, p. 236)
Mass. Salem Mercury, 1 January 1788 (RCS MASS., 584)

A&
We are not, at this time, called upon to raise the structure. The house
is already built for us; and we are only asked, whether we choose to
occupy it?

Benjamin Rush, Speech in the Pa. Convention
26 November 1787 (RCS PA., 368)
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Our principal debate during the many days we have met has been
whether the house should have a porch. Let us first take a survey of the
mansion and see whether a porch be necessary.

Timothy Pickering, Speech in the Pa. Convention
1 December 1787 (RCS PA., 445)

2

If the plan was compared to a house, then the objection would be made
against building it too high, lest the wind should blow it down. How
shall we guard it against fire? how shall we secure it against robbers? and
how shall we keep out rats and mice?

Jeremy Belknap: The Foresters, An American Tale
Boston, 1792 (RCS SUPPL. MASS., #983, p. 478)

A LArGE SoLip BuiLpinGg

I consider the new constitution as a large solid building, reared by the
ablest architects, according to the rules of art and good taste, for the
accommodation of a large family, and equally calculated for duration
and convenience; but so contrived, that after the family shall have moved
in, it may be altered with infinite ease whenever a majority of the family
should require a change.

“A Rhode-Island Man,” Newport Mercury
25 February 1788 (RCS R.1., 105)

MANSION

Our principal debate during the many days we have met has been
whether the house should have a porch. Let us first take a survey of the
mansion and see whether a porch be necessary.

Timothy Pickering, Speech in the Pa. Convention
1 December 1787 (RCS PA., 445)

Mi1GHTY SUPERSTRUCTURE

To what purpose then is it, to raise this mighty superstructure, which
having no foundation, must soon fall and involve those in it in inevitable
ruin.

“The Republican Federalist” IV (James Warren?)
Massachusetts Centinel, 12 January 1788 (RCS MASS., 701)
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A MODERN TENEMENT UNDER CONSTRUCTION

When indeed our modern tenement is finished and furnished, we shall
readily consent to quit the antiquated cabin in which we have hitherto
lived together—tho’ even then, reflecting that it has served to shelter us
in many a bitter storm, we should not reproach it with its inconve-
niences and decay, but bid it a kind and honorable farewell.

Hugh Henry Brackenridge, Speech in the Pa. Assembly, 28 September 1787
Pennsylvania Herald, 29 September 1787 (RCS SUPPL. PA., #74, p. 228)

THE Most PERrECT BUILDING

Let every man examine the most perfect building by his own taste, and
like some microscopic critics, condemn the whole for small deviations
from the rules of architecture, and not a part of the best constructed
fabric would escape.

“A Citizen of America” (Noah Webster):
An Examination into the Leading Principles of the Federal Constitution
17 October 1787 (RCS SUPPL. PA., #142, p. 414)

Tuae New BuiLpinGg

The nine pillars are now erected, upon which the new building will
stand, even if there should be no more props added.

Paine Wingate to Hannah Wingate, New York
25 June 1788 (RCS N.H., 401)

A New Houske

I should think it a very unwise thing to pull down an old house, in
which I lived very comfortably for many years, and which had sheltered
me and my family, and move into a new house, just to gratify the pride
and vanity of the children, because it was larger and appeared finer, on
the outside.

“A Countryman” IIT (DeWitt Clinton), New York Journal

20 December 1787 (RCS N.Y., 450)
NosLE BuiLbing

May every other State erect a pillar to strengthen this noble build-
ing; and may it secure the freeborn sons of Columbia from every at-
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tempt to interrupt their peace—and last as long as the sun and moon
endure.

Portland, Maine, Cumberland Gazette, 26 June 1788 (RCS N.H., 453)

A NOBLE MANSION

But tell this antifoederal tool (a secret which he does not seem to know)
that virtue alone ennobles human nature, and that an honest mechanic
who serves his country faithfully, is as well deserving of her favor as
another.—Tell him also, that if we judge of Mr. Few’s mechanical by
his political bricklaying, we shall think him an excellent artist, for he has
helped to build a noble mansion for the residence of American Liberty.

“A Bricklayer,” Pennsylvania Mercury
12 February 1788 (RCS SUPPL. PA., #425, p. 882)

NOBLE STRUCTURE

In this distressing perplexity, the glorious frame of government for the
UNITED States, proposed by the late Convention, presents itself to
view—the columns appear with additional lustre—their use and design
are fully understood; rising from their solid pedestals, they receive the
heaven-descended DOME, supporting and supported by the noble structure.

Massachusetts Gazette, 7 December 1787 (RCS MASS., 400; CC 2, 380)

Ovur BuiLbineg

Come, up with he Plates, lay them firm on the Wall,
Like the People at large, they’re the Ground-work of all;
Examine them well, and see that they’re sound,
Let no rotten Parts in our Building be found;
For our Roof we will raise, and our Song still shall be—
Our Government firm, and our Citizens free

“A.B.” (Francis Hopkinson): The Raising, Pennsylvania Gazette
6 February 1788 (cC 4, 47)

A PraN . .. SO REPLETE wITH POWER,
DANGER AND HYDRA-HEADED MISCHIEF

Why, for that reason, exterminate the present plan, and establish on its
ruins another, so replete with power, danger, and hydra-headed mischiefs?

Richard Henry Lee to Samuel Adams, Chantilly, Westmoreland County, Va.
28 April 1788 (ccC 5, 232)
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PoLiTICAL STRUCTURE

My weak hand prevents my proceeding further at present. I will send
you my poor Opinion of the political Structure at another Time.

Samuel Adams to Richard Henry Lee, Boston
3 December 1787 (ccC 2, 334)

SHRINE OF ARISTOCRACY

The people of America understand their rights better than, by adopting
such a constitution, to rivet the fetters of slavery; or to sacrifice their
liberty at the shrine of aristocracy or arbitrary government.

An Address to the Minority of the Pa. Convention
Pa. Carlisle Gazette, 2 January 1788 (RCS PA., 652; CC 3, 229)

SHRINE OF DEsroTISM

It remains with you whether you will think those inestimable privileges,
which you have so ably contended for, should be sacrificed at the shrine
of despotism.

The Dissent of the Minority of the Pa. Convention
Pennsylvania Packet, 18 December 1787 (RCS PA., 625; CC 3, 20)

So NOBLE AND MAGNIFICENT A STRUCTURE

We shall reap the benefit of our labors while we live, and posterity will
have cause to bless the memory of those who raised and completed so noble
and magnificent a structure.

“A Jerseyman”: To the Citizens of New Jersey, Trenton Mercury
6 November 1787 (RCS N.J., 146)

So NOBLE A STRUCTURE

By the accession of North-Carolina, seven states have adopted the federal

constitution; and shall New-Hampshire, who is so immediately inter-

ested, withhold her assent to so noble a structure’— Forbid it Heaven!
New Hampshire Mercury, 20 February 1788 (cc 4, 508)

A Sracirous, GoopLy AND WELL-PROPORTIONED BuiLDING

It is much easier sir, to criticize and pull down, than it is to fabricate.
It requires great labour, deep penetration, the skill of an artist, and the
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dexterity of a workman, to erect a spacious, goodly and well propor-
tioned building.

“Agricola’s Opinion,” Poughkeepsie, N.Y., Country Journal
1 April 1788 (RCS N.Y., 885-86)

A STATELY PALACE

Instead of repairing the old and venerable fabrick, which sheltered the
United States, from the dreadful and cruel storms of a tyrannical British
ministry, they built a stately palace after their own fancies, and in every
convenient part of the floor, and of the foundation, securely planted the
seeds of monarchy.

“Denatus,” Virginia Independent Chronicle, 11 June 1788 (RCS VA., 1600)

STRUCTURE

Let any man take a comprehensive view of the whole, and he will be
pleased with the general beauty and proportions, and admire the
structure.

“A Citizen of America” (Noah Webster):
An Examination into the Leading Principles of the Federal Constitution
17 October 1787 (RCS SUPPL. PA., #142, p. 414)

W

Whoever shall dare to szp the foundation, or overturn the structure,

under whatever specious pretext he may attempt it, will merit the bit-

terest execrations, and the severest punishment which can be inflicted
by his injured country.

“A Federalist,” Massachusetts Centinel

24 May 1788 (RCS SUPPL. MASS., #3875, p. 380)

A

He hoped it was not purely to gratify an indigested opinion; but in every
part where they retouched the edifice, it was with an intention of im-
proving the structure; they certainly could not think of making altera-
tions for the worse.

Fisher Ames, Speech in the U.S. House of Representatives
14 August 1789 (RCS BoR I, 369)
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STRUCTURE OF DEspPoTISM

The structure of despotism that has been reared in this state, upon
deception and surprise, will vanish like the baseless fabric of a dream
and leave not a trace behind.
“Centinel” IX (Samuel Bryan), Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer
8 January 1788 (CC 3, 309)
&
The question will then be, Whether this plan be calculated for our
welfare, or misery; whether it is the temple of liberty, or the structure
of despotism? and as the former, or the latter, shall appear to be the
case, to adopt, or reject it accordingly, otherwise to banish the demon
of domination by suitable amendments and qualifications.

“Centinel” XI (Samuel Bryan), Philadelphia /ndependent Gazerteer
16 January 1788 (CC 3, 387)

N4

But who are those fell monsters who growl at the shadow of thy struc-
ture. They are the opponents of the new system. O, ignorance, where
is thy cave? Whence do thy vapours and thy fogs arise? In vain, O
monsters, with Cerberus in your train, do you bark at the noble struc-
ture. Your howlings are its praise, like the sound of tempests that assault
the battlements.

Pittsburgh Gazette, 28 June 1788 (RCS SUPPL. PA., #696, p. 1310)

STRUCTURE OF TYRANNY

The magic of great names, the delusion of falsehood, the suppression of
information, precipitation and fraud have been the instruments of this
partial success, the pillars whereon the structure of tyranny has been so
far raised.

“Centinel” XV (Samuel Bryan), Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer
22 February 1788 (ccC 4, 190)

THE SUPERSTRUCTURE

When your children see the candor and greatness of mind, with which
you lay the foundation, they will be inspired with equity to finish and
adorn the superstructure.

“A Landholder” V (Oliver Ellsworth), Connecticut Courant
3 December 1787 (cc 2, 338)
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In investigating the subject of the proposed constitution, let us first
inquire, upon what ground it stands: Because if it has no foundation, the
superstructure must fa/l.

“The Republican Federalist” T (James Warren?), Massachusetts Centinel
29 December 1787 (RCS MASS., 551)

W

Even the framers dare not risque to the hazard of revision, amendment,
or reconsideration, least the whole superstructure should be demolished
by more skilful and discreet architects.

“A Columbian Patriot” (Mercy Otis Warren):
Observations on the Constitution, Boston, February 1788 (ccC 4, 287)

W

It is prudent to quit a tottering edifice, and enter one built upon a
foundation so securely laid, that if the superstructure does not please us,
we may enlarge or diminish it at pleasure; the right of soil, the materials
remain still our own.

“An American,” New York Packet, 27 May 1788 (RCS N.Y., 1114)
N

Independence was but a part of the revolution—and as we experienced
many difficulties in laying the foundation, it was but natural to look for
some in erecting the superstructure.

Enos Hitchcock, Oration, Providence, R.I.
4 July 1788 (cc 6, 232)

W

If we have this power [to make amendments], we may go on from year
to year, making new ones; and in this way we shall render the basis of
the superstructure the most fluctuating thing imaginable.

James Jackson, Speech in the U.S. House of Representatives
13 August 1789 (RCS BoR I, 357)

THE SUPERSTRUCTURE OF ALL FABRICS

For it is a rule with artists, that in rearing the superstructure of all fabrics,
to have as good a foundation and as firm supporters as possible; but
when they cannot support the edifice by strength of braces, they natu-
rally have recourse to [a] number of posts; and when they far exceed the
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number, which if found, would answer, it does not require much rea-
soning to prove that they themselves have but little confidence in any.

“The State Soldier” IV (George Nicholas?), Virginia Independent Chronicle
19 March 1788 (RCS VA., 514)

A SUPERSTRUCTURE ON A FOUNDATION OF VILLAINS

When a building is raised, it should be on solid ground—Every gentle-
man must agree that we should not build a superstructure on a foun-
dation of villains.

William Porter, Speech in the First North Carolina Convention
26 July 1788 (RCS N.C., 311)
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