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James Madison to Thomas Jefferson, 24 October  
1787 (excerpts)  
 

When the plan came before Congress for their sanction, a very serious effort was made by 
R[ichard] H[enry] Lee and Mr. [Nathan] Dane from Massachusetts to embarrass it. It was first 
contended that Congress could not properly give any positive countenance to a measure which 
had for its object the subversion of the Constitution under which they acted. This ground of attack 
failing, the former gentleman urged the expediency of sending out the plan with amendments, 
and proposed a number of them corresponding with the objections of Colonel [George] Mason. 
This experiment had still less effect. In order however to obtain unanimity, it was necessary to 
couch the resolution in very moderate terms. . . . 
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