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Philadelphiensis XI 
Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer, 8 March 1788 
(excerpts)  

 
My Fellow Citizens, Every day opens a new scene of the baseness of the conspirators, 

their intentions of screening themselves from rendering an account of the public money so 
fraudulently detained, will rank them among the meanest traitors, that ever dishonoured the 
human character. How must their consciences condemn them, when avarice and lust of dominion 
are suffered for a moment to subside, and reason and reflection take their place? Let these men 
but cooly consider the misery that must inevitably befal millions of their countrymen, in 
consequence of their treachery in framing this system of fraud and oppression; and remorse and 
deep anguish of soul must await them! Humanity brings a tear of sympathetic pity from the eye 
of their fellow men, whose ruin they had secretly projected. As our holy religion expressly 
enjoins it as a duty, not to return evil for evil, but to overcome evil with good; consequently our 
resentment against these ungrateful men should be moderated by christian charity: Yet as 
freemen and citizens, determined to hand down to posterity sacred liberty unimpaired, we are 
solemnly bound, at the hazard of our fortunes and lives, to oppose this base attempt of theirs to 
enslave our country. 

If on the broad basis of equity and justice, crimes and punishments have their proper 
proportion: What punishment then, on the scale of moderation, could counterpoise, or atone, for 
a crime so aggravated as that charged to the majority of the members of the late federal 
convention? I assert roundly, that another assembly of men never met in this, or any other 
country, possessing so fully the confidence of so many freemen: and to their shame be it said, 
they abused this confidence; their own private interest, private emolument, and hopes of 
dominion, overcame every consideration of duty, honor, and gratitude. . . .  

That this government, should it be ratified by nine states, will not possess the confidence 
of the majority of the people, is a truth incontrovertible. I admit, that through fraud and surprise, 
many have inconsiderately joined themselves to its deceptive standard; but their number is 
diminishing rapidly; and I sincerely believe, that in a few months the office-hunters, the well 
born, and their sycophants, will be left alone: The farmer, the mechanic, and even the merchant, 
would be ruined if it took effect; their interest is to oppose it, and to endeavor to have another 
convention called immediately. . . .  

 
 



CITE AS: The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution, ed. John P. Kaminski, et al., 
Commentaries on the Constitution, Volume XVI, No. 4, (Madison, Wis.: Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 1986), 
363-66. 
 


