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Centinel V 
Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer, 4 December 1787    
(excerpts)  

 
To the People of PENNSYLVANIA. 

 . . . Every man therefore who has the welfare of his country at heart, every man who 
values his own liberty and happiness, in short, every description of persons, except those aspiring 
despots who hope to benefit by the mysery and vassalage of their countrymen, must now concur 
in rejecting the proposed system of government, must now unite in branding its authors with the 
stigma of eternal infamy. The anniversary of this great escape from the fangs of despotism, ought 
to be celebrated as long as liberty shall continue to be dear to the citizens of America. . . .  

My fellow citizens, these aspiring despots, must indeed have a great contempt for your 
understandings, when they hope to gull you out of your liberties by such reasoning; for what is 
the primary object of government, but to check and controul the ambitious and designing, how 
then can moderation and virtue be expected from men, who will be in possession of absolute 
sway, who will have the United States at their disposal? They would be more than men, who 
could resist such temptation! their being taken from among the people, would be no security; 
tyrants are of native growth in all countries, the greatest bashaw in Turky has been one of the 
people, as Mr. Wilson tells you the president-general will be. What consolation would this be, 
when you shall be suffering under his oppression. 
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