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New York Daily Advertiser, 24 September 1787 (excerpts) 
. . . Perhaps the greatest, if not the only difficulty, which will arise against the adoption of 

this New Federal System of Government, will be made by those ambitious citizens, in the 
different States, who either now are in power, or who will practise their political wiles on the 
ignorant and unsuspicious part of the people, in order to obtain their own private purposes. It is a 
lamentable consideration, that men of this stamp too frequently, by the folly and blindness of the 
people, are put in the exercise of such offices as give them a very dangerous degree of 
influence—Hence the social compact is often violated, and sometimes dissolved. 

Let difficulties, if any unhappily arise, be no longer laid to our charge—and let us all, 
who are friends to order and good government, in the language of scriptural injunction, “watch 
and pray.”—Watch, and, with open front, manfully oppose every ambitious demagogue, however 
high in office, who may attempt to form combinations, with a wicked intent to destroy the labors 
of those distinguished worthies; and pray the Governor of the world to avert, and finally 
disappoint their nefarious purposes.—If the change, which genius and patriotism has presented to 
us, as the most advisable to be received, should be rejected, and if (which God avert) such evil-
minded men should prevail, what is the alternative? Gorgon-headed anarchy, or a miserable 
aristocratic domination; all the wretchedness and wickedness of an aristocracy, without a single 
particle of its dignity. 

Certain it is, we have no reason to fear (whatever pseudo-patriots may insinuate) a well 
digested system, which reconciles in a great measure, various interests, and embraces the 
happiness of the whole; which has been approved by the most dignified and patriotic citizens in 
the Union; and which at once gives a power that will be efficient and adequate to the support and 
happiness of the Confederation; and, at the same time, so guards and checks the administration 
of it, that there will be little danger of our running into a lawless Democracy, on the one hand, or 
of the Sovereign authority degenerating into Tyranny, on the other.—In short, a system, which it 
will be wise in us to accept with gratitude—the rejection of which might, perhaps, be dreadful. 
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