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Abolition of the Foreign Slave Trade, March 2, 1807

An Act to prohibit the importation of slaves into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the
United States, from and after the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and eight.

Be it enacted, etc., That, from and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred
and eight, it shall not be lawful to import or bring into the United States or the territories thereof,
from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, with intent
to hold, sell, or dispose of such negro, mulatto, or person of color, as a slave, or to be held to
service or labor. . ..

CITE AS: John P. Kaminski, ed., A Necessary Evil?, Constitutional Heritage Series, Vol. I (Madison House, Madi-
son, Wis. 1995), 240-41.



