An Act Declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject and Settling the
Succession of the Crown (English Bill of Rights), 1689

Whereas the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons assembled at
Westminster, lawfully, fully and freely representing all the estates of the people of this
realm. ..

... And whereas the said late King James the Second having abdicated the
government and the throne being thereby vacant. . ..

... And thereupon the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons, pursuant
to their respective letters and elections, being now assembled in a full and free
representative of this nation, taking into their most serious consideration the best
means for attaining the ends aforesaid, do in the first place (as their ancestors in like
case have usually done) for the vindicating and asserting their ancient rights and
liberties declare

That the pretended power of suspending the laws or the execution of laws by regal
authority without consent of Parliament is illegal;

That the pretended power of dispensing with laws or the execution of laws by regal
authority, as it hath been assumed and exercised of late, is illegal. . . .

That levying money for or to the use of the Crown by pretence of prerogative,
without grant of Parliament, for longer time, or in other manner than the same is or
shall be granted, is illegal. . . .

Upon which their said Majesties did accept the crown and royal dignity of the
kingdoms of England . . .

and that every king and queen of this realm who at any time hereafter shall come
to and succeed in the imperial crown of this kingdom shall on the first day of the
meeting of the first Parliament next after his or her coming to the crown, sitting in his or
her throne in the House of Peers in the presence of the Lords and Commons therein
assembled, or at his or her coronation before such person or persons who shall
administer the coronation oath . . . which their Majesties are contented and pleased
shall be declared, enacted and established by authority of this present Parliament, and
shall stand, remain and be the law of this realm for ever; and the same are by their said
Majesties, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and
Commons in Parliament assembled and by the authority of the same, declared, enacted
and established accordingly.



