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Amendments Proposed by William Paca in the Maryland Convention, Maryland 
Journal, 29 April 1788 

That it be declared that all Persons entrusted with the Legislative or Executive Powers of 
Government, are the Trustees and Servants of the Public, and as such accountable for their 
Conduct: 

WHEREFORE, whenever the Ends of Government are perverted, and public Liberty manifestly 
endangered, and all other Means of Redress are ineffectual, the People may, and of right ought, 
to object to, reform the old, or establish a new Government—That the Doctrine of Non-
resistance against arbitrary Power and Oppression is absurd, slavish, and destructive of the 
Good and Happiness of Mankind—That it be declared, That every Man hath a Right to petition 
the Legislature, for the Redress of Grievances, in a peaceable and orderly Manner—That in all 
criminal Prosecutions every Man hath a Right to be informed of the Accusation against him, to 
have a Copy of the Indictment or Charge in due Time (if required) to prepare for his Defence, to 
be allowed Council, to be confronted with the Witnesses against him, to have Process for his 
Witnesses, to examine the Witnesses for and against him, on Oath, and to a speedy Trial, by an 
impartial Jury. 

That no Freeman ought to be taken, or imprisoned, or deprived of his Freehold, Liberties or 
Privileges, or outlawed or exiled, or in any manner destroyed, or deprived of his Life, Liberty or 
Property, but by the lawful Judgment of his Peers, or by the Law of the Land. 

That no Power of suspending Laws, or the Execution of Laws, unless derived from the 
Legislature, ought to be exercised or allowed. 

That all Warrants, without Oath, or Affirmation of a Person conscientiously scrupulous of taking 
an Oath, to search suspected Places, or to seize any Person, or his Property, are grievous and 
oppressive; and all General Warrants, to search suspected Places, or to apprehend any Person 
suspected, without naming or describing the Place or Person in special, are dangerous and 
ought not to be granted. 

That there be no Appeal to the Supreme Court of Congress in a Criminal Case. 

Congress shall have no Power to alter or change the Regulations respecting the Times, Places, 
or Manner of holding Elections for Senators or Representatives. 

All Imposts and Duties laid by Congress, shall be placed to the Credit of the State in which the 
same be collected, and shall be deducted out of such State’s Quota of the common or general 
Expences of Government. 

No Member of Congress shall be eligible to any Office of Trust, or Profit, under Congress, during 
the time for which he shall be chosen. 
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That there be no National Religion established by Law; but that all Persons be equally entitled 
to Protection in their religious Liberty. 

That Congress shall not lay direct Taxes on Land, or other Property, without a previous 
Requisition of the respective Quotas of the States, and a failing, within a Limited Time, to 
comply therewith. 

In all Cases of Trespasses, Torts, Abuses of Power, personal Wrongs and Injuries done on Land, 
or within the Body of a County, the Party injured shall be entitled to Trial by Jury, in the State 
where the Offence shall be committed; and the State Courts, in such Cases, shall have 
concurrent Jurisdiction with the Federal Courts; and there shall be no Appeal, excepting on 
Matter of Law. 

That the Supreme Federal Court shall not admit of Fictions, to extend its Jurisdiction; nor shall 
Citizens of the same State, having Controversies with each other, be suffered to make collusive 
Assignments of their Rights, to Citizens of another State, for the Purpose of defeating the 
Jurisdiction of the State Courts; nor shall any Matter, or Question, already determined in the 
State Courts, be revived or agitated in the Federal Courts; that there be no Appeal from Law, or 
Fact, to the Supreme Court, where the Claim, or demand, does not exceed Three Hundred 
Pounds Sterling. 

That no standing Army shall be kept up in Time of Peace, unless with the Consent of Three 
Fourths of the Members of each Branch of Congress: Nor shall Soldiers, in Time of Peace, be 
quartered upon private Houses, without the Consent of the Owners. 

No Law of Congress, or Treaties, shall be effectual to repeal or abrogate the Constitutions, or 
Bill of Rights, of the States, or any of them, or any Part of the said Constitutions or Bills of 
Rights. 

Militia not to be subject to the Rules of Congress, nor marched out of the State, without 
Consent of the Legislature of such State. 

That Congress have no Power to lay a Poll-Tax. 

That the People have a Right to Freedom of Speech, of writing and publishing their Sentiments, 
and therefore that the Freedom of the Press ought not to be restrained, and the Printing 
Presses ought to be free to examine the Proceedings of Government, and the Conduct of its 
Officers. 

That Congress shall exercise no Power, but what is expressly delegated by this Constitution. 

That the President shall not command the Army, in Person, without the Consent of Congress. 

True Extract from the Minutes of the Convention, of the State of Maryland, 
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WILLIAM HARWOOD, Clk. Con. 

Done in Convention, April 26, 1788.  
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