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Mr.	  CALDWELL	  thought	  that	  some	  danger	  might	  arise.	  He	  imagined	  it	  might	  be	  objected	  to	  in	  a	  
political	  as	  well	  as	  in	  a	  religious	  view.	  In	  the	  first	  place,	  he	  said,	  there	  was	  an	  invitation	  for	  Jews	  
and	  pagans	  of	  every	  kind	  to	  come	  among	  us.	  At	  some	  future	  period,	  said	  he,	  this	  might	  
endanger	  the	  character	  of	  the	  United	  States.	  Moreover,	  even	  those	  who	  do	  not	  regard	  religion,	  
acknowledge	  that	  the	  Christian	  religion	  is	  best	  calculated,	  of	  all	  religions,	  to	  make	  good	  
members	  of	  society,	  on	  account	  of	  its	  morality.	  I	  think,	  then,	  added	  he,	  that,	  in	  a	  political	  view,	  
those	  gentlemen	  who	  formed	  this	  Constitution	  should	  not	  have	  given	  this	  invitation	  to	  Jews	  and	  
heathens.	  All	  those	  who	  have	  any	  religion	  are	  against	  the	  emigration	  of	  those	  people	  from	  the	  eastern	  
hemisphere.	  

Jonathan	  Elliot,	  ed.,	  The	  Debates	  in	  the	  Several	  State	  Conventions	  on	  the	  Adoption	  of	  the	  
Federal	  Constitution,	  Volume	  4,	  Washington,	  D.C.,	  1836,	  p.	  199.	  	  From	  Library	  of	  Congress,	  A	  
Century	  of	  Lawmaking	  for	  a	  New	  Nation:	  U.S.	  Congressional	  Documents	  and	  Debates,	  1774-‐
1875.	  	  

	  

	  


