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Treaty of Amity and Commerce, 6 February 1778 (excerpts)  

ART. 17 [15]. 

And that more effectual Care may be taken for the Security of the Subjects and Inhabitants of both 
Parties, that they suffer no injury by the men of War or Privateers of the other Party, all the 
Commanders of the Ships of his most Christian Majesty & of the said United States and all their 
Subjects and Inhabitants shall be forbid doing any Injury or Damage to the other Side; and if they 
act to the contrary, they shall be punished and shall moreover be bound to make Satisfaction for all 
Matter of Damage, and the Interest thereof, by reparation, under the Pain and obligation of their 
Person and Goods.  

ART. 22 [20].  

For the better promoting of Commerce on both Sides, it is agreed that if a War shall break out 
between the said two Nations, six Months after the Proclamation of War shall be allowed to the 
Merchants in the Cities and Towns, where they live, for selling and transporting their Goods and 
Merchandizes; and if any thing be taken from them, or any Injury be done them within that Term by 
either Party or the People or Subjects of either, full Satisfaction shall be made for the same.  

ART. 23 [21].  

No Subjects of the most Christian King shall apply for or take any Commission or Letters of 
marque for arming any Ship or Ships to act as Privateers against the said United States or any of 
them or against the Subjects People or Inhabitants of the said United States or any of them or 
against the Property of any of the Inhabitants of any of them from any Prince or State with which 
the said United States shall be at War. Nor shall any Citizen Subject or Inhabitant of the said United 
States or any of them apply for or take any Commission or letters of marque for arming any Ship or 
Ships to act as Privateers against the Subjects O f the most Christian King or any of them or the 
Property of any of them from any Prince or State with which the said fling shall be at War: And if 
any Person of either Nation shall take such Commissions or Letters of Marque he shall be punished 
as a Pirate.  

In Faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the above Articles, both in the French 
and English Languages, declaring nevertheless that the present Treaty was originally composed and 
concluded in the French Language, and they have thereto affixed their Seals.  

Done at Paris, this Sixth Day of February, one thousand seven hundred & seventy eight  

C. A. GERARD B FRANKLIN SILAS DEANE ARTHUR LEE  
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