
“Juvenis,” Vermont Gazette, 26 November 1787 
A few Observations on the bad consequences of too great a zeal for the 

New-Constitution. 

Many pens are employed, many ideas already suggested, but the subject 
is not exhausted; therefore, permit a young patriot to unbosom his anxious 
feeling to his country, which is now pregnant with hope, fear, joy and grief. 
He feels himself under infinite obligation to many worthy penmen, who have 
already treated upon the interesting subject of the new constitution. Yet he 
fears some of them have not viewed the matter on all sides. He fears they 
have strained, some strings too tart, whilst they have left others too lax; 
where this is the case jargon must ensue. 

There is such a thing as blowing the fire to too high a pitch in popular fuel, 
even on the side of justice. To shew the bad consequences of this is the 
author’s design. Undoubtedly the many swoln pieces written of late have a 
great tendency this way, and indeed they are so unreasonably bloated that 
they look awfully gangrenous, says one, “It is again the time to TRY MEN’s 
SOULS, the FATE of AMERICA is ONCE MORE AT STAKE.”1 Says another, “the 
FATE of AN EMPIRE, in many respects the most interesting of any in the 
world, is now concerned.”2 To these the author would observe, that it is a 
short idea to suppose the subversion, the utter ruin of America, will 
inevitably follow should this constitution be rejected. It is in the first place 
supposing America has but ONE set of wise men, and in the second place 
that those men have but ONE form of government in their pericraniums. But 
still short as they are, they have most fatal consequences, for there are 
always people of short capacities enough to drink them down, and 
consequently soon draw their swords; rightly judging the greatest exertions 
are required where worlds are at stake. 

Something similar to this may be seen in the ill treatment Mr. Mason 
received for refusing to sign the Federal Constitution.3 Whilst the author 

                                                           
1 The quotation is taken from “P. Valerius Agricola,” Albany Gazette, 
8 November (RCS:N.Y., 187). “P. Valerius Agricola” quotes Thomas Paine’s 
opening line in “The American Crisis,” No. I (December 1776). 
2 The quotation is taken from Publius, The Federalist 1 (CC:201, p. 494). 
3 The Pennsylvania Gazette, 17 October, printed the following account: “We 
hear from Virginia, that GEORGE MASON has been treated with every possible 
mark of contempt and neglect, for neglecting to sign the Fœderal 
Constitution. . . .” This brief account was reprinted twelve times by 
3 November, including seven times in New England. See CC:171–B. 



reads the account he is filled with most exquisite pain, being persuaded that 
such premature, unpolite, unpopular conduct, can no more originate from a 
sincere regard to the American constitution, than it can from a sincere regard 
to that of Algiers; nay he might add such conduct well suits that of the latter. 
It is past doubt that the many spirited pieces which have been written, were 
the causes of those flames which in sundry places have blazed so high in 
favor of the Constitution. This being the case then it is to be observed, that 
the constitution itself is in danger of being consumed in the very flame which 
essays to promote it: For history shews, experience teaches, that an unjust 
cause is the best fuel for a popular fire. Therefore the danger is conspicuous, 
the eminent danger it may be added, should chance turn the popular scale, 
which always hangs suspended, ready to preponderate with the warmest 
declamation. 

Persons frequently irritated become irascible. So people frequently 
animated by oratorical harrangues, become irascibly vain, and are turn’d just 
like an angry cloud, by every shifting blast; whether the speeches are just or 
unjust, whether they tend to virtuous or vicious ends it matters not, if they 
are but filled with a suitable degree of zeal and warmth. And further there is 
such an eternal innate itching in the populace for change and novelty that 
nothing which has the appearance of either, is at any time unacceptable, but 
stone blind, being roused by they know not what, they rush promiscuously to 
deeds glorious and inglorious, and all this in consequence of the fire’s being 
blown to too high a pitch. Rome herself has often felt the sorrowful effects of 
what has now been asserted. The late disturbances in Massachusetts are not 
foreign for application.4 

It is in vain urged that America has not her Cesars and Cromwells, or that 
our plebians have hearts too honest for a wicked subversion of government. 
A Fabian General has been raised up in America,5 & by a parity of reasoning 
she may conclude she has sons who exceed in villainy and fraud any that ever 
Rome produced; as much as what the type WASHINGTON exceeds the 
antitype Fabius. And it is allowed by all, that there was never a people riper 
for a wicked revolution, than what the United States are at this moment of 
time. What then have we not to fear! should a Cesar or a Cromwell, instead 
of a Shays, at this time step forth, my countrymen, where would liberty, 
where would peace, in a word where would the name of United States be 
found? Lost, gone forever: Then let moderation and candor, yet a profound 
respect for the Federal Constitution, be the characteristic of all those who 
appear in public. 
                                                           
4 A reference to Shays’s Rebellion. 
5 George Washington. 


