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Mr. Bradley answered mr. Buck—and went into a full consideration of the 
reasons offered by the worthy member against the adoption of the 
constitution at the present time—he observed that most of the arguments 
would equally apply against our ever adopting the constitution, and many of 
them against government in general—he clearly pointed out the state and 
situation in which Vermont stood, totally incapable of supporting the rights 
of sovereignty, or protecting her own citizens from invasions—that the evil 
would be equally ruinous in its consequences if the united states should 
withdraw their claim of sovereignty, and consider Vermont a sovereign state, 
as it would should they attempt to annihilate the jurisdiction, and enforce 
obedience to the laws of the union—he said, every principle of national 
policy obliged congress to consider Vermont as a sovereign state, or as 
belonging to the union—if as a sovereign state, they will treat her as such, 
and withdraw from her all protection—if as belonging to the united states, 
and for whose conduct they must be responsible to the nations of the world, 
they will undoubtedly exercise their jurisdiction over her; and in case 
Vermont refuses to adopt the constitution, and become a member of the 
union, they will either compel her to come in by force, or dismember her 
among the united states—that in fine the important decision of this 
convention will determine congress the part they have to act—he said the 
worthy member from Norwich [Daniel Buck] had stated two instances, in 
which it would be impossible for Vermont to maintain her independence; 
one was, in case of war between Greatbritain and America; the other, when 
congress should treat her as a sovereign state—or in other words, embarrass 
and hedge her up—he appealed to the judgment of every member, whether 
the true interest of the state did not require, in their present situation, an 
immediate union with her sister states, that they might grow up together in 
friendship, under the same government—rather than wait the uncertainty of 
those events, which may oblige this government in a servile manner to seek 
protection from those, who will then have it in their power to grant it on 
such terms as they please—he reprobated, in the most severe terms, every 
idea that had been thrown out against congress or the state of Newyork; and 
said the sacrifice that had been made by the state of Newyork, and several of 
the united states, might teach that gentleman a lesson, that governments 
were capable of acting from noble, extensive and disinterested views—he 
considered the objections raised against being received into the union by 
congress as having no weight—and said the acquisition of one hundred 



thousand free persons to their government, and extending empire over the 
whole, was an object not to be compared with the trifling expense that might 
accrue by that addition—he considered the many advantages that would be 
derived from the union—that Vermont would enjoy a full participation of the 
benefits of every seaport in the united states, a recognition of her 
sovereignty, protection from foreign invasion, security against intestine 
convulsions, and the many blessings ensured by a mild and energetic 
government—he declared he could not think the worthy member serious 
when he talked of the sacrifice that Vermont must make—and entered 
minutely into the power given congress by the constitution—and clearly 
showed that the rights surrendered were of such a nature, though claimed 
by this state as an independent sovereignty, that they had in but very few 
instances ever been exercised—he went through the several paragraphs in 
the constitution, defining the power of congress—and pointed out in every 
particular the nature and extent of that power, and the necessity of its being 
lodged in some general head for the protection of the whole—and concluded 
with some just remarks upon the excellency of the constitution: that while it 
gave congress the power necessary to secure and protect the sovereignty of 
the whole, it ensured to each state the sovereignty necessary to secure and 
protect the rights of persons and property. 

Mr. Bradley was ably supported by mr. [Samuel] Hitchcock,1 mr. I. Smith, 
and several others. 
 

                                                           
1 Hitchcock (1755–1813), a native of Massachusetts and 1777 Harvard 
College graduate, moved to Burlington, Vt., and practiced law. He was state’s 
attorney for Chittenden County, 1787–90; member of the state General 
Assembly, 1789–93; state attorney general, 1790–93; and U.S. judge for the 
District of Vermont, 1794–1801. 


