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Mr. HASWELL, 

Please to insert in your gazette, the following 

THOUGHTS OF A YOUTH ON THE CONSTITUTION OF AMERICA. 

The words which introduce the constitution are these, We, the people of 
the united states, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our 
posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution for the united states of 
America. Our first parent having fell from innocence, the passions soon 
destroyed the firmness of human reason, gave too great strength and 
violence to the heart, and gave birth to avarice, envy, hatred, and other 
emotions, utterly inconsistent with his own peace, and the design of heaven: 
the object of government is to prevent the evil effects of this degeneracy, by 
selecting those who retain most of the divine quality of wisdom, and by the 
union of virtuous citizens to enforce their laws and decrees; but since the 
first and most perfect of the human race was open to the seduction of vice, it 
is not prudent to leave even the ablest and best men without a fixed 
constitution and rule for their proceedings. Hence follows the propriety and 
good sense of this people in forming one. 

With respect to a BILL OF RIGHTS, which some fancy ought to have begun 
it, I cannot help observing, that every man of sense, spirit, and 
understanding, carries in his own bosom a bill of rights—and that none but 
slaves and cowards need to be reminded that all are equal and free; and all 
the other affirmations in bills of rights, are not less congenial to the soul of a 
true whig. A bill of rights is like a steeple on a meeting house, calculated 
more for show than firmness—more to flatter the vanity than secure the 
freedom of the people. Let me ask, did MAGNA CHARTA prevent that 
haughty prince Harry the 8th, or the infamous house of Stuart, from 
trampling on english liberty? It is manliness and virtue, knowledge and spirit 
alone, that preserve national and private security and independence; when 
these are lost, you may pile bills of rights till they reach the very heavens, but 
foreign invasion and internal feuds will convince you of the inefficacy of 
them. 

The objects mentioned in the clause above are union, justice, peace 
within and without, common welfare, and immortal liberty; and we are well 
in naming union first: union is the bond of all things, and especially of society. 



The trojan war, in which so many powerful states and nations were opposed 
to a single city, continued ten years for want of union. The united states, with 
superior advantages for glory and happiness of any country on earth, were 
brought to the verge of ruin by being disunited. If one man, by consistent 
conduct, can make himself happy and immortal: what may not three millions 
of people effect by the power of the same principles of union? We may soon 
alarm the tyrants of the Indies with our naval thunder, and restore liberty 
and bliss to the afflicted nations of the east. Liberty may be diffused round 
the earth with the rapidity of electric fire. 

I am in hopes, by our union and vigor, the happy time is nigh, 

“When peace shall spread her reign from shore to shore, 
“When wars shall cease, and slav’ry be no more.”1 

The next object is to establish justice. The indispensable need of justice, by 
fixed laws, made by persons subject to them, is plain: this guards our lives 
and limbs from revenge and malice—our goods and money from avarice—
and our liberty from the oppressor, by threatening just and exact 
punishment to all that infringe them. By just laws the virtuous are 
encouraged, and the wicked terrified—the poor, the weak and defenceless 
sleep in safety, and without apprehension. Industry never fails to receive its 
reward by the strong power of society. Innumerable are the gifts and 
blessings we obtain by just laws, in public and private regards—and very 
many of the misfortunes we feel, in consequence of original sin, are 
remedied by means of these. Are we inclined to injure others or ourselves—
the laws kindly forbid us, and assure us of chastisement. Are we by human 
infirmity unable rightly to build a church, repair a highway or remove an 
inconvenience—the laws, like a father, command us all to unite our 
strength,2 and we accomplish it with ease. They prescribe the manner of 

                                                           
1 The first line of this poetry comes from Nathaniel Evans, Poems on Several 
Occasions, with Some Other Compositions (Philadelphia, 1772) (Evans 12386), 
70. There the second line is “And orphans for their fires no more complain.” 
See also Alexander Pope, Windsor-Forest. To the Right Honourable George 
Lord Lansdown (London, 1713), 17. There the two lines read “Oh stretch thy 
Reign, fair Peace! from Shore to Shore,/Till Conquest cease, and Slav’ry be no 
more.” 
2 A reference to Aesop’s fable “The Bundle of Sticks” in which a father put a 
bundle of sticks into the hands of each of his quarreling sons and asked each 
successively to break the bundle, which none could. The father then 
unbundled the sticks and gave each son one stick, which each easily broke. 



arming ourselves, and protecting the community. They preserve public honor 
by levying taxes, to pay our just debts. In fine, when made with discretion, 
they insure peace at home and abroad, they promote the common good, and 
perpetuate liberty.—If circumstances allow me, I intend to demonstrate the 
fitness and adequate nature of the several parts of the constitution to 
produce these glorious effects. 
 

                                                           
The moral of the story was that union gave strength or in union there is 
strength. 


