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Melancton Smith’s Notes of Debates
26 September 1787

On the Constitution reported by the Convention. The motion of Nathan Dane for sending
forward the Constitution with an opinion, received.

Pierce Butler: Wishes to know the motives that produced the motion. He thinks it is calculated
to disapprove [the Constitution].

Nathan Dane: Asks to know what words are objectionable.

1. The consolidation [is] imperfect and will not work.

2. If it does, it will not work on free principles. It must be supported by a standing army. It
will oppress the honest and industrious, [and] it will advantage a few. Is not averse to examination,
is open to conviction, and, if convinced, will support it. Is willing the present motion should be
amended so as to be neutral. If it [the Constitution] is to be approved, it will be moved to take
it up by paragraphs, objections stated, [and | amendments moved. Congress [has| no constitutional
right to consider [the Constitution].
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