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Richard Henry Lee’s Motion
Journals of Congress, 27 September 1787
And a motion being made by Richard Henry Lee, seconded by Melancton Smith in the

words following: “Resolved, That Congress after due attention to the Constitution under which
this body exists and acts find that the said Constitution in the thirteenth article thereof limits the
power of Congress to the amendment of the present Confederacy of thirteen states, but does not
extend it to the creation of a new confederacy of nine states; and the late Convention having
been constituted under the authority of twelve states in this Union it is deemed respectful to
transmit, and it is accordingly ordered, that the plan of a new Federal Constitution laid before
Congress by the said Convention be sent to the executive of every state in this Union to be laid
before their respective legislatures.”
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