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Edmund Randolph Speech: Constitutional Convention
10 September 1787
Mr. Randolph declared if no change should be made in this part of the plan, he should be

obliged to dissent from the whole of it. He had from the beginning he said been convinced that
radical changes in the system of the Union were necessary. Under this conviction he had brought
forward a set of republican propositions as the basis and outline of a reform. These Republican
propositions had however, much to his regret been widely, and in his opinion, irreconcileably
departed from—In this state of things it was his idea and he accordingly meant to propose, that
the State Conventions shd. be at liberty to offer amendments to the plan,—and that these should
be submitted to a second General Convention, with full power to settle the Constitution finally—
He did not expect to succeed in this proposition, but the discharge of his duty in making the
attempt, would give quiet to his own mind.
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