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Edmund Randolph Speech: Constitutional Convention
15 September 1787
Mr. Randolph animadverting on the indefinite and dangerous power given by the Consti-

tution to Congress, expressing the pain he felt at differing from the body of the Convention, on
the close of the great & awful subject of their labours, and anxiously wishing for some accomo-
dating expedient which would relieve him from his embarrassments, made a motion importing
“that amendments to the plan might be offered by the State Conventions, which should be
submitted to and finally decided on by another general Convention” Should this proposition be
disregarded, it would he said be impossible for him to put his name to the instrument. Whether
he should oppose it afterwards he would not then decide but he would not deprive himself of
the freedom to do so in his own State, if that course should be prescribed by his final judgment—

cite as: John P. Kaminski et al., eds., The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution,
Vol. XXXVII: Bill of Rights [1] (Madison, Wis.: Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 2019), 151–52.


