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The “distinction” between “feederal” and “antifeederal,” referred to in this article, was
apparently first used by Noah Webster in November 1786 to describe Connecticut poli-
tics. In April 1787 the Massachusetts Centinel applied the labels to the national discussion
of a new government. Despite Antifederalist objections that the terms were misnomers,
the labels were used during the debate over ratification.

The former distinction of the citizens of America (says a Correspondent) into whigs and
tories, should be lost in the more important distinction of feederal and antifeederal men. The
former are the friends of liberty and independence —the latter are the enemies of liberty, and
the secret abettors of the interests of Great-Britain.
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