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James Freeman to Theophilus Lindsey
Boston, 29 March 178§ (excerpt)

... By this conveyance I send three copies of the debates of the Massachusetts convention,
one of which you will please to present to Dr [Richard] Price, with my most respectful compli-
ments, and another to my friend Mr [William| Hazlitt. The new constitution of government has
been almost the sole object which has occupied the minds of the people of these states during
several months past. It has kindled the flame of party zeal among us; but it has fortunately in its
favour a large majority of the rich, the wise, and the virtuous. You will find the constitution less
democratick, than might be expected from a people who are so fond of liberty. Various causes
have conspired to render republican sentiments unfashionable; among which may be mentioned
Mr J. Adams’s publications, a late insurrection in the state of Massachusetts [Shays’s Rebellion],
and the corrupt proceedings of the legislature of Rhode-island. Several states have not yet given
their opinion; but the constitution will probably be adopted by eleven at least. It is supposed that
New York and Rhode-island will be in the minority. A few of our old patriots fear that the
government will terminate in aristocracy or monarchy. It is impossible to foresee what the event
will be. I can only pray, that God will preserve us from the tyranny of kings, and the insolence
of nobles. Amidst these apprehensions, it affords pleasure to reflect that though civil liberty may
possibly lose, yet that religious liberty will certainly gain, by the new constitution. . . .
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