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James Madison to Thomas Jefferson, New York, 21
September 1788 (excerpt)

... 'The Circular letter from the New York Convention has rekindled an ardor among
the opponents of the federal Constitution for an immediate revision of it by another General
Convention. You will find in one of the papers inclosed the result of the consultations in
Pennsylvania on that subject. Mr. Henry and his friends in Virginia enter with great zeal into the
scheme. Governour Randolph also espouses it; but with a wish to prevent if possible danger to
the article which extends the power of the Government to internal as well as external taxation. It
is observable that the views of the Pennsylva. meeting do not rhyme very well with those of the
Southern advocates for a Convention; the objects most eagerly pursued by the latter being
unnoticed in the Harrisburg proceedings. The effect of the Circular letter on other States is less
known. I conclude that it will be the same every where, among those who opposed the
Constitution, or contended for a conditional ratification of it. Whether an early Convention will
be the result of this united effort, is more than can at this moment be foretold. The measure will
certainly be industriously opposed in some parts of the Union, not only by those who wish for no
alterations, but by others who would prefer the other mode provided in the Constitution; as most
expedient at present for introducing those supplemental safeguards to liberty agst. which no
objections can be raised; and who would moreover approve of a Convention for amending the
frame of the Government itself, as soon as time shall have somewhat corrected the feverish state
of the public mind, and trial have pointed its attention to the true defects of the System. . . .
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