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FRIEND OSWALD, As | sometimes (though not very often) read newspapers, and when I do read
any, | generally give thine the preference; because if there is any dispute a-going, thee generally
has both sides of the question. I have also read the new constitution which is offered to us, and |
am very sorry to inform thee that I don’t altogether like it. . . .

I also heard a story going that the importation of slaves was allowed for twenty-one years, |
thought now I certainly had in my power to catch them in telling untruths; I took up the consti-
tution once more, and went to searching again, (for | was sure my friend —, whose character |
very much respect, would never attempt to encourage or connive at slavery, he who is famed
throughout the world as the champeon of liberty, nor friend —, who is one of the members of
our society for the abolition of slavery, would never agree to so inhuman a traffic as that of carrying
on a trade in the human species) but to my mortification, I found that this assertion was too true;
for in the 9th section of the new constitution, this traffic is allowed: however, I thought this part
would never do at any rate, and I was in hopes that some well disposed people would petition and
have this article erased and abolished as a disgrace to the annals of America—But methinks |
wont be too censorious but examine further, perhaps I shall find some method by which this
clause may be evaded or repealed, but to my mortification, the further I went the worse I liked
it—1I had been told that there was a clause reserving a right to amend the constitution. —Ah thinks
I, here is a hole in which the importation of slaves will be thrust out of the constitution; I pushed
on in search of the clause, | found it, but what was my surprise when I found it, for in the 5th
article, I find that there are two clauses which cannot in the new constitution be repealed till after
the year 1808, and perhaps never will after that time, one of which, is that of allowing the impor-
tation of slaves for 21 years. . . .

[ am afraid, friend Oswald, that | have trespassed too much upon thy patience; upon the whole,
[ have I think, now sufficiently considered the constitution to inform thee that I dont like it, and
there is so many things in it incompatible with the known principles of Friends, that I think they
will deviate much from their profession if they have any thing to do with it, or give any aid or
assistance in establishing of it, for if they do assist in establishing of it, remember, they have lent
their aid in abolishing of the liberty of conscience; in encouraging and establishing the importa-
tion of slaves for 21 years—they also give their assent to the raising and keeping up of a standing
army, all of which are totally incompatible with the principles of Friends, and I hope they will
steer clear of having any hand in the establishing of these several facts. I hope they will adhere to
their good old rulers of neither setting up nor pulling down governments, that is to say, of neither
setting up their new government, nor of pulling down the good old constitution of Pennsylvania,



which has secured and protected them in so many civil and religious privileges. | have made free
to write thus much to thee at present, which thou art at liberty to communicate, if thou thinkest
proper. The time is short wherein the liberty of the press may be preserved. Before it is too late
and becomes shackled and restrained, I beg leave to communicate my sentiments, though per-
haps at this time it may in some measure be dangerous, but the constitution of Pennsylvania
protects me, | have a right to enjoy that protection, which is secured to me by the 12th section of
the bill of rights. —“That the people have a right to freedom of speech, and of writing and pub-
lishing their sentiments; therefore the freedom of the press ought not to be restrained.”

It any thing else occurs to me, I shall make free to write to thee upon the subject; and as 1
always hold myself open to conviction, if | have not formed a right idea of the matter, or if [ have
taken it up wrong, [ will thank any friend to set me right. [ am with the greatest esteem and respect,
Thy assured and well-wishing friend.

Spank Town, 10th month 20th day, 1787.
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