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... Another thing they tell us, that the constitution must be good, from the characters which
composed the Convention that framed it. It is graced with the names of a Washington and a
Franklin. [lustrious names, we allow —worthy characters in civil society. Yet we cannot suppose
them, to be infallible guides, neither yet that a man must necessarily incur guilt to himself merely
by dissenting from them in opinion.

We cannot think the noble general, has the same ideas with ourselves, with regard to the rules
of right and wrong. We cannot think, he acts a very consistent part, or did through the whole of
the contest with Great-Britain: who, notwithstanding he wielded the sword in defence of
American liberty, yet at the same time was, and is to this day, living upon the labours of several
hundreds of miserable Africans, as free born as himself; and some of them very likely descended
from parents who, in point of property and dignity in their own country, might cope with any
man in America. We do not conceive we are to be overborne by the weight of any names, however
revered.
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