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Oliver Ellsworth Speech in the Philadelphia Convention
22 August 1787

Mr. ELSWORTH. As he had never owned a slave could not judge of the effects of
slavery on character: He said however that if it was to be considered in a moral light we ought to
go farther and free those already in the Country. -As slaves also multiply so fast in Virginia & &
Maryland that it is cheaper to raise than import them, whilst in the sickly rice swamps foreign
supplies are necessary, if we go no farther than is urged, we shall be unjust towards S. Carolina
& Georgia. Let us not intermeddle. As population increases poor laborers will be so plenty as to
render slaves useless. Slavery in time will not be a speck in our Country. Provision is already
made in Connecticut for abolishing it. And the abolition has already taken place in
Massachusetts. As to the danger of insurrections from foreign influence, that will become a
motive to kind treatment of the slaves.
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