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John Dickinson Speech in the Philadelphia Convention 
   22 August 1787 
 

Mr. DICKENSON considered it as inadmissible on every principle of honor & safety 
that the importation of slaves should be authorised to the States by the Constitution. The true 
question was whether the national happiness would be promoted or impeded by the 
importation, and this question ought to be left to the National Govt. not to the States 
particularly interested. If Engd. & France permit slavery, slaves are at the same time excluded 
from both those Kingdoms. Greece and Rome were made unhappy by their slaves. He could 
not believe that the Southn. States would refuse to confederate on the account apprehended; 
especially as the power was not likely to be immediately exercised by the Genl. Government. 
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