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Civis: To the Citizens of South Carolina, Charleston Columbian
Herald, 4 February 1788 (excerpt)

The eastern states, by the revolution, have been deprived of a market for their fish, of their
carrying-trade, their ship building, and almost of every thing but their liberties.

As the war has turned out so much in our favor, and so much against them, ought we to
begrudge them the carrying of our produce, especially when it is considered, that by encouraging
their shipping, we increase the means of our own defence. Let us examine also the federal
constitution, by the principle of reciprocal concession. We have laid a foundation for a navigation
act.—This will be a general good; but particularly so to our northern brethren. On the other hand,
they have agreed to change the federal rule of paying the continental debt, according to the value
of land as laid down in the confederation, for a new principle of apportionment, to be founded
on the numbers of inhabitants in the several states respectively. This is an immense concession
in our favor. Their land is poor; our’s rich; their numbers great; our’s small; labour with them is
done by white men, for whom they pay an equal share; while five of our negroes only count as
equal to three of their whites. This will make a difference of many thousands of pounds in settling
our continental accounts. It is farther objected, that they have stipulated for a right to prohibit the
importation of negroes after 21 years. On this subject observe, as they are bound to protect us
from domestic violence, they think we ought not to increase our exposure to that evil, by an
unlimited importation of slaves. Though Congress may forbid the importation of negroes after 21
years, it does not follow that they will. On the other hand, it is probable that they will not. The
more rice we make, the more business will be for their shipping: their interest will therefore
coincide with our’s. Besides, we have other sources of supply—the importations of the ensuing
20 years, added to the natural increase of those we already have, and the influx from our northern
neighbours, who are desirous of getting rid of their slaves, will afford a sufficient number for
cultivating all the lands in this state. . . .
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