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One of the People called Quakers in the State of Virginia,
Virginia Independent Chronicle, 12 March 1788 (excerpt)

“A Virginian” might have a right to expect, and would perhaps have received, the thanks of
“the people called Quakers in Virginia,” for the “hint” he hath given them, if they thought it was
wholly dictated by an unfeigned regard for their interests and happiness: but its seeming want of
candor, the criterion, by which a plain simple people, lovers of truth, are led to judge, inclines
them to think that it springs from some other motive.

He tells the Quakers, that they should “disapprove of the new constitution” —[“|because it
admits of the importation of slaves to America for a limited time.” Hence it would seem, as if he
inferred, and would have them to believe that the new constitution would introduce slaves into
Virginia contrary to the inclination of the people: which the Quakers apprehend is not the case.
Virginia indeed, may import slaves, but she may, as she now does, also prohibit, and which it is
reasonable to expect she will continue to do; and therefore, the Quakers, or any other society
opposed to the slave trade, have nothing to apprehend on that score; and more especially, when
it is considered that the late convention, used every means in their power, to prevail upon the
Carolina’s and Georgia, the only states in the union, that at present import slaves, at once to put
an end to this unjust traffic; but the representatives of these states being inflexible in their
opposition thereto, occasioned the limited importation as the best compromise that could be
made; hence it is but just to conclude, that the new faederal government, if established, would
cagerly embrace the opportunity not only of putting an end to the importation of slaves, but of
abolishing slavery forever. . ..
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