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Richard Price to John Jay
Newington Green, near London, July 9, 1785

[ directed to you in autumn last some copies of my pamphlet on the American Revolution.

This was an effort of my zeal to promote, according to the best of my judgment, the improve-
ment and happiness of mankind in general and of the United States in particular. The recom-
mendations in it of measures to abolish gradually the Negro-trade and Slavery and to prevent too
great an inequality of property have I find offended some of the leading men in South Carolina;
and | have been assured from thence that such measures will never be encouraged there. Should
a like disposition prevail in many of the other States, it will appear that the people who have
struggled so bravely against being enslaved themselves are ready enough to enslave others; the
event which had raised my hopes of seeing a better state of human affairs will prove only an
introduction to a new scene of aristocratical tyranny and human debasement; and the friends of
liberty and virtue in Europe will be sadly disappointed and mortified.
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